
Concentration Ideas 
 
 
• A mother's illness investigated in a variety of graphic forms 
including the use of actual x-rays combined into other 
imagery as well as prints and pages of a visual journal. 
• A series of interiors simplified to contour lines that served as 
the basis for a process of investigation of other elements, 
most predominately color and space (the assertion and 
negation of space). 
• A series of works done with encaustic, printmaking, and a 
variety of other media, concerned with different approaches 
to the picture plane as discussed in the text Drawing: A 
Contemporary Approach (Claudia Betti and Teel Sale). 
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• A series of works done in graphite, colored pencil, and 
Adobe PhotoShop illustrating aspects of the subject "Roller 
Coaster." The investigation increasingly moved away from 
illustrative renderings to bold, graphic symbols. 
• A series of works done in 2D and low relief as a response 
to slide discussion on the work of Jim Dine. The student 
investigated a tool (hammer) in a body of work done in a 
variety of media, with a variety of techniques as well as 
processes. Investigation combined interest in imagery 
developed from direct observation as well as engaged in 
issues of formal design. 
• An illustrated story, "A Boy and A Frog." 
• A photographic and illustrative investigation into the subject 
"My Little Brother." The student produced a number of 
photographs that were strong in composition as well as 
technical (processing) ability. He furthered his investigation 
into the specific subject by producing a series of illustrations 
showing his brother engaged in various pursuits. 
• A series of works based on the subject "Skateboards." The 
student began painting random pictures of (cartoonish) q 
characters on broken/discarded skateboards -- two were 
brought in as summer assignment work. I encouraged the 
student to pursue the idea, but to paint images that were 
more relevant to the idea of "skateboard" or his experiences 
as a skateboarder. 
• A series of works from a student's visual journal. 
Sophisticated in terms of development, the book included  
text, personal photographs, collage items -- ticket stubs, 
product labels, fortunes (fortune cookies), netting, bubble 
wrap. Student enhanced the compositions with intimate 
illustrations, many figurative and/or based on human 
anatomy. 
• A series of black-and-white photos that showed strong 
evidence of investigation into a number of design elements 
and principles. Examples included works showing repeating 
shapes/patterns, geometric division of space, and balance. 
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• A series of photos related by subject, portraits and 
self-portraits. 
• A series of invitations, program covers, and poster designs 
created with Adobe PhotoShop. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Works emphasizing the elements of design (line, shape, illusion of space, illusion 
of motion, pattern, texture, value, and color) organized using the principles of 
design (unity/variety, balance, emphasis, rhythm, and proportion/scale). 
 
Media could include: graphic design, typography, digital imaging, photography, collage, 
fabric design, weaving, illustration, painting, or printmaking. 
 
1. Color Organization 
2. Color theory 
3. Positive/Negative 
4. Modular or Pattern 
5. Abstraction from nature 
6. Graphic Design 
7. Logo 
8. Typographic organization 
9. CD Design 
10. Poster 
11. Linoleum Print 
12. Industrial Design 
 
Other possibilities for works could include: 
• Color symbolism 
• Abstractions from urban environment 
• Design related to psychological, historical, or narrative events 
• Works showing color theory of Fauvism, Expressionism, or Color-Field 
Painting 
• Redesign an everyday object with humor 
• Self-portrait as a favorite industrial product 
• Fabric design 
• design and execution of a children's book 
• develop a series of identity products for imaginary business (logo, letterhead, 
signs, boxes) 
• political cartoons using current events and images 
• series of works starting with representational interpretations and 
evolving into abstraction 
• exploration of pattern and designs found in nature and/or culture 
• abstractions developed from cells and other microscopic images 
• a personal or family history communicated through symbols or 
imagery 
• a series of fabric designs, apparel designs, or weavings on a theme 
• use of multiple modules to create compositions that reflect narrative 
or psychological events 
• series of landscapes that use color and composition to intensify 
artistic expression 
 



Developing a Composition that Shows Progressive Magnification of a Subject: Select either an organic or inorganic 
object to draw. Divide a large piece of drawing paper into nine equal sections. Starting in the top-left box, draw a 
representational, overall view of the object as accurately as you can. In the next box to the right, imagine that you have a 
camera with a zoom lens and draw a close-up portion of the object in accurate detail. In the remaining sections, continue 
zooming in on the object and enlarging finer details. The last frame should be an enlarged detail created with the aid of a 
magnifying glass or microscope. 
“Redoing” an Old Masterpiece: Select a painting, sculpture, or well known image from art history for interpretation. 
Redo the work . . . update it, or change colors, media, characters, etc. 
Creating an Architectural Myth with Photomontage: Collect photographs/photocopies of city skylines, landscapes, and 
seascapes. Also collect photos/copies of household and technical objects—e.g., egg beater, toothbrush, toaster, electric fan, 
automobile grill, etc. Carefully implant the photo of the technical gadget within the photo of the environment to create a 
surreal cityscape or landscape. (You might want to look at the work of the artist Max Ernst who took printed images and 
recombined them to create hybrid forms).  
 


